
Amount of reading 20 mins 5 mins 1 min

Number of minutes per year 3600 900 180

Number of words per year 1.8 Million 282,000 8000

Hours read by the end of 

primary school 851 212 42

Performance on tests 90% 50% 10%

Reading Drop-In Session



Reading Fluency:
Building fluency at home:

1. Read and follow – the adult reads the text 
and the child follows along with their finger. 
This helps the child with word recognition 
and models to them how they should read 
with fluency.

2. My turn, your turn – take turns reading a 
page or a paragraph. Here you are modelling 
how to read with fluency, flow and 
expression. 

3. Echo Reading – as you read, the child 
copies. It is important here to pace yourself 
and read at a rate that your child can keep 
up with. 



Comprehension:
Supporting comprehension at home:

1. Talking a lot at home… about everything

2. Reading together and discussing books 
together

• Why do you like this book? 

• What do you think will happen 
next?

• What do you think about this 
character?  

This refers to the understanding of a text. 
For example:
• Understanding how a character might 

be feeling in a situation
• Being able to explain and understand 

why a decision has been made within 
the story

• Thinking ahead to what might happen 
next based on what they have just 
read. 

Sometimes, children can have amazing 
fluency but don’t always understand the 
text they are reading. 



Questions 
you can 
ask at 
home…



How to encourage independent reading at 
home

• Having books that the child owns

• Using the library to help build variety

• Exposing children to texts beyond novel. 
E.g. comics, magazines, non-fiction books

• Taking control of screens – reading first 
and then screentime

• Show that you love reading… even if you 
have to fake it

• Give children books that matter to them 
(seeing similarities between the characters 
and themselves, something that they are 
passionate in at the time, something that 
links to their interests)

• Reward reading through extrinsic and 
intrinsic motivators
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