
Westhouses Primary School:  

Geography Scheme of Learning 

 

 

Key Areas of Learning – “Being a Geographer” 
We will use the concept of ‘Being a geographer’ during our lessons. To do this, we should develop these six key areas: 

 

What do I already know? What is the important 

learning? 

What sensory connection can 

I make? 

• What schema do I have already around this 

topic? 

• Can I relate my own experiences to this 

source or topic? 

• What Learning to me, my family and friends, 

Learning to other texts I have read and 

Learning to the wider world connections can I 

make? 

• What is the most important theme of the 

whole source I am looking at? 

• Which are the most important parts or 

learning points to help me understand the 

resource? 

• What is the purpose of this resource? Who is 

it for? 

• What detailed images, including my senses and 

emotions, can I make? 

• Even though the source doesn’t say it, what 

details can I see/smell/hear/feel in my mind? 

• What sensory links from my schema can I 

make? 

What inferences can I make? How can I reflect on the 

learning? 

How can I correct any 

misconception? 
• What conclusions do I have when I have 

interpreted a source in relation to my schema? 

• What predictions can I make based on the 

source and my own schema? 

• What personal meaning have I taken from this 

source? 

• What literal facts from the source took me 

to my inferences? 

• How can I summarise my thinking around this 

geographical source or topic? 

• How can I use my own schema, sensory 

connections, feelings and inferences to explain 

what I have understood? 

• Has my understanding of a topic changed as I 

have found out more? 

• Do I need all the information I have read or 

thought about to summarise this topic? 

• What type of problem is stopping my 

understanding of this concept? 

• How can I solve the problem that is stopping 

me understanding this geographical concept? 

• What techniques do I know that help me 

overcome a geographical enquiry problem? 

 

 



Key Elements of Learning: 
 

Each unit of learning must explore the following three strands: 

1. Element 1 – Focus on timeline/ relevance/ location/ general overview. 

2. Element 2: Human and physical geography 

3. Element 3: Case study of significant events and/or people. 

 

  



Progression of geographical knowledge and skills: 
The national curriculum subject content requirements are presented in Key Stages. The geography national curriculum also has a key list of aims that 

must be considered when planning a history curriculum. The key knowledge outlined here are therefore presented in national curriculum themes 

enabling staff to make choices as to when they are taught, so that knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before (sticky learning). 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): 

 

By the end of Reception, children should know… 

Understanding the World 

The Natural World ELG People, Cultures and Communities ELG 
Children at the expected level of development will: 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and 

changing states of matter. 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, 

and maps; 

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 

knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

• Identify plants and animals in the local area 

• Explore different weather patterns in the UK 

• Begin to explore some weather patterns in other countries 

• Identify some features of the local area such as park, trees, 

buildings, roads etc.  

• Make simple comparisons between our local area and places in 

stories and around the world 

 
By the end of EYFS, children should have the skills to… 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 

Geography 

Fieldwork Skills 

Y
e
a
r 

R
 

• Begin to explore maps to locate 

where we live 

• Name some parts of our local area 

such as the park, the lane etc.  

• Know about some places near to our 

school such as Alfreton, Blackwell 

etc.  

• Make some comparisons to places 

near to the local area. 

• Know that the weather 

changes and be able to 

name the different weather 

types. 

• Spot some features of our 

local area such as the 

stream, park, streets, 

school etc.  

• Begin to use simple maps and 

pictures to spot patterns, 

similarities and differences. 

• Draw images to represent 

what they have seen. 

 



Key Stage 1: 

 

By the end of KS1, children should know… 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• Name, locate  

and identify  

characteristics  

of the four  

countries and  

capital cities of  

the United  

Kingdom and its  

surrounding  

seas. 

• Name and  

locate the  

world’s  

seven  

continents  

and five  

oceans. 

• Understand  geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human and  

physical geography of a small area 

of the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-

European country. 

• Identify  

seasonal and  

daily weather  

patterns in the  

United  

Kingdom and  

the location of  

hot and cold  

areas of the  

world in  

relation to the  

Equator and  

the North and  

South Poles. 

• Use basic  

geographical  

vocabulary to 

refer to:  

• Beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, 

sea,  ocean, 

river, soil,  

valley, 

vegetation,  

season and  

weather. 

• City, town, 

village, factory, 

farm, house, 

office, port,  

harbour and 

shop. 

• Use world maps, atlases and 

globes; 

• Use simple compass directions; 

• Use aerial photos, construct 

simple maps; 

• Undertake simple fieldwork 

within school locality 

• Know the names of the four 

countries that make up the UK  

and name the three main seas  

that surround the UK; 

• Know the name of and locate  

the four capital cities of England,  

Wales, Scotland and Northern  

Ireland; 

• Know the names of and locate  

the seven continents of the world; 

• Know features of hot and cold 

places in the world; 

• Know where the equator, North 

Pole and South Pole are on a  

globe; 

• Know the main differences 

between a place in England and  

that of a small place in a non-

European country; 

• Know which is the hottest and 

coldest season in the UK; 

• Know and recognise main weather  

symbols; 

• Know the main differences 

between  

city, town and village; 

• Identify the following physical 

features: mountain, lake, island, 

• Know which is N, E, S and W on a  

compass; 

• Know their address, including 

postcode; 

• Know and use the terminologies: 

left and right; below, next to. 



• Know the names of and locate  

the five oceans of the world. 

valley, river, cliff, forest and 

beach; 

• Explain some of the advantages 

and disadvantages of living in a city 

or village. 

 

 By the end of KS1, children should have the skills to… 
 Locational knowledge Place knowledge Human and physical geography Skills and fieldwork 

 • Name, locate  

and identify  

characteristics  

of the four 

countries and  

capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and  

its surrounding  

seas. 

• Name and  

locate the world’s 

seven continents  

and five oceans. 

• Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting  

non-European country. 

• Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns in the 

United Kingdom and 

the location of hot 

and cold areas of the 

world in relation to 

the Equator and the 

North and South 

Poles. 

• Use basic  

geographical  

vocabulary to refer 

to: Beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season 

and weather; 

• City, town, village, 

factory, farm, house,  

office, port, harbour 

and shop. 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes; 

• Use simple compass directions; 

• Use aerial photos, construct simple maps; 

• Undertake simple fieldwork within school 

locality. 

Year 1 • Know the names of the four 

countries that make up the 

UK; 

• Know the names the three 

main seas that surround the 

UK; 

• Know the name of and locate 

the four capital cities of 

England, Wales, Scotland and  

Northern Ireland. 

• Know features of hot and cold 

places in the world;  

• Know where the equator, North 

Pole and South Pole are on a globe. 

• Know which is the hottest and  

coldest season in the UK; 

• Know and recognise main  

weather symbols; 

• Know the main differences  

between city, town and village. 

• Know which is N, E, S and W 

on a compass; 

• Know their address, including 

postcode; 

• Know that all streets have  

a name, including post code; 

• Know how to follow a simple 

road map; 

• Know the name of the nearest 

town or city. 

Year 2 • Know the names of and locate 

the seven continents of the 

world; 

• Know the names of and locate 

the five oceans of the world. 

• Know the main differences 

between a place in England and 

that of a small place in a non-

European country. 

• Identify the following physical  

features: mountain, lake, island,  

valley, river, cliff, forest and  

beach; 

• Explain some of the advantages  

and disadvantages of living in a  

• Know and use the 

terminologies: left and right; 

below, next to; 

• Know the name of the nearest 

town or city and locate it on a 

map of the UK; 



city or village. • Locate a number of cities on a 

map of the UK. 

 

 

  



Key Stage 2: 

Just as in Key Stage 1, the national curriculum requirements for Years 3 to 6 are presented as one Key Stage. The key knowledge outlined here are 

therefore presented in national curriculum themes enabling us to make choices as to when they are taught. 

 

By the end of KS2, children should know… 
Locational Knowledge 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics,  

countries, and major cities. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their  

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use  

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time. 

• Identify the position and significance of 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and  

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and 

night). 

• Know the names of and locate at least eight 

European countries; 

• Know the names of and locate at least eight 

major capital cities across the world; 

• Know the names of a number of European 

capitals; 

• Know the names of, and locate, a number of 

South or North American countries. 

• Know the names of and locate at least eight 

counties and at least six cities in England; 

• Know where the main mountain regions are in 

the UK; 

• Know, name and locate the main rivers in the 

UK. 

• Know the names of four countries from the 

southern and four from the northern 

hemisphere; 

• Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, 

Tropic of Capricorn and the Greenwich 

Meridian are on a world map; 

• Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics’; 

• Know about time zones and work out 

differences. 

Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geography 

• Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a  

region within North or South America. 

• Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,  

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• Describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade  

links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water. 

• Know at least five differences between living 

in the UK and a Mediterranean country; 

• Know what causes an earthquake; 

• Label the different parts of a volcano; 

• Know and label the main features of a river; 

• Know why most cities are located by a river; 

• Know why industrial areas and ports are 

important; 



• Know key differences between living in the UK 

and in a country in either North or South 

America. 

• Know the name of and locate a number of the 

world’s longest rivers; 

• Know the names of a number of the world’s 

highest mountains; 

• Explain the features of a water cycle;  

• Know what is meant by biomes and what are 

the features of a specific biome; 

• Label layers of a rainforest and know what 

deforestation is; 

• Know the names of and locate some of the 

world’s deserts; 

• Know the three major climate zones. 

• Know main human and physical differences 

between developed and less developed 

countries. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four and sixfigure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

• Use maps to locate European countries and capitals; 

• Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian; 

• Know how to use graphs to record features such as temperature or 

rainfall across the world; 

• Use Google Earth to locate a country or place of interest and to 

follow the journey of rivers, etc. 

• Know and name the eight points of a compass; 

• Know how to plan a journey within the UK, using a road map; 

• Know what most of the ordnance survey symbols stand for; 

• Know how to use six-figure grid references. 

 

By the end of KS2, children should have the skills to… 

 Locational knowledge 

 • Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 

and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 

these aspects have changed over time. 

• Identify the position andsignificance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern  

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Year 3 • Know the names of and locate at least eight  

European countries. 

• Use knowledge of the countries and 

capital cities of the UK and the 

surrounding seas 

• Know the names of four countries  

from the southern and four from  

the northern hemisphere. 



Year 4 • Know the names of and locate at least eight 

major capital cities across the world. 

• Know where the main mountain regions 

are in the UK 

• Know where the equator, Tropic of  

Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn  

are on a world map; 

• Know what is meant by the term  

‘tropics’. 

Year 5 • Know the names of a number of European 

capitals; 

• Know the names of, and locate, a number of 

North American countries. 

• Know the names of and locate at  

least eight counties and at least six  

cities in England. 

 

• Know where the equator, Tropic of  

Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic 

Circle, Antarctic Circle and  

the Greenwich Meridian are on a  

world map 

Year 6 • Know the names of a number of European 

capitals and be able to make simple 

comparisons between them; 

• Know the names of, and locate, a number of 

South or North American countries and be able 

to make simple comparisons between them. 

• Know, name and locate the main  

rivers in the UK. 

• Know about time zones and work  

out differences. 

 

 Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geography 

 • Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a 

region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 

country, and a region within North or South America. 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical  

geography, including: climate zones, biomes and  

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and  

earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

• Describe and understand key aspects of human  

geography, including types of settlement and land  

use, economic activity including trade links, and the  

distribution of natural resources including energy,  

food, minerals and water. 

Year 3 • Know at least five differences between 

living in the UK and a European country. 

• Know what causes an earthquake; 

• Label the different parts of a volcano. 

• Know why most cities are located  

by a river. 

Year 4 • Know at least five differences between 

living in the UK and a non-European 

country. 

• Know the names of some of the world’s 

highest mountains; 

• Explain the features of a water cycle. 

• Label layers of a rainforest and know 

what deforestation is. 

• Know what is needed when creating a 

settlement 

 

Year 5 • Know key differences between living in 

the UK and in a Polar Region. 

• Know and label the main features of a 

river; 

• Know the name of and locate a number 

of the world’s longest rivers; 

• Identify different types of 

settlement (hamlet, village, town, city, 

megacity) 



• Know what is meant by biomes and 

what are the features of a specific 

biome; 

Year 6 • Know key differences between living in 

the UK and in a country in North America. 

• Know the names of and locate some of 

the world’s deserts. 

• Know the difference between 

different types of town (Market, 

Industrial, Seaside); 

• Know main human and physical  

differences between developed  

and less developed countries. 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 • Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols  

and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of  

the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Year 3 • Use maps to locate European countries and capitals; 

• Use a globe to gain a better understanding about 

countries’ location (USA and Russia, for example); 

• Use maps to locate European countries and capitals. 

• Know and name the eight points of a compass. 

Year 4 • Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics 

of Cancer and Capricorn; 

• Distinguish between the Northern and Southern  

hemisphere on both a world map and a globe. 

• Know how to plan a journey within the UK, using a road map. 

Year 5 • Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics 

of Cancer and Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian; 

• Know how to use graphs to record features such as 

temperature or rainfall across the world. 

• Know most of the symbols used on a UK road map, including 

status of roads; 

• Know some of the main features of a satnav. 

Year 6 • Use Google Earth to locate a country or place of  

interest and to follow the journey of rivers, etc. 

• Know what most of the ordnance survey symbols stand for; 

• Know how to use six-figure grid references. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Requirements and Links (Geography): 
 

Main Theme National Curriculum Topic and Cycle 

Locational Knowledge • Name, locate and identify characteristics of 

the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas; 

• Name and locate the world’s seven continents 

and five oceans. 

Cycle A – Up, up and away! 

Cycle A – Africa 

Cycle B – China 

Cycle B – Beach combers 

Place Knowledge • Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country. 

Cycle A – Africa 

Cycle B - China 

Human and Physical Geography • Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

Equator and the North and South Poles  

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 

weather; 

• City, town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour and shop . 

Cycle A – up, up and away! 

Cycle B – beach combers 

Cycle B - Farms 

Skills and Fieldwork • Use world maps, atlases and globes; 

• Use simple compass directions; 

• Use aerial photos, construct simple maps; 

• Undertake simple fieldwork within school 

locality. 

Cycle A – Up, up and away 

Cycle A – all around us 

Cycle B - beachcombers 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Requirements and Links (Geography): 
 

Main Theme National Curriculum Topic and Cycle 

Locational Knowledge • Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics,  

countries, and major cities. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time.  

• Identify the position and significance of 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 

of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and  

time zones (including day and night). 

Trailblazers – cycle A – Is there enough?; 

Frozen Kingdom 

 

Trailblazers – Cycle B – Brilliant Britain; Rivers 

 

Philosophers – Cycle A – Rainforests 

 

Philosophers – Cycle B - Europe 

Place Knowledge • Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 

region within North or South America 

Trailblazers – Cycle A – Mexico  

 

Philosophers – Cycle B - Europe 

Human and Physical Geography • Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 

cycle.  

Trailblazers – Cycle A – Frozen Kingdom; 

Mexico; Is there enough? 

 

Trailblazers – Cycle B – Rivers 

 



• Describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Philosophers – Cycle A – Rainforests; 

Scrumdiddilyumptious  

 

Philosophers – Cycle B – Angry Earth; 

Mountains 

Skills and Fieldwork • Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied.  

• Use the eight points of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world. 

Trailblazers – Cycle A – Is there enough?; 

Mexico 

 

Trailblazers – Cycle B – Brilliant Britain 

 

Philosophers – Cycle A – Rainforests; 

Scrumdidilyumptious  

 

Philosophers – Cycle B – Angry Earth; 

Mountains 

 


