
Trailblazers Year A Spring Term 1 and 2 –
Is it better to express your beliefs in arts and architecture or in charity and generosity? (RE)

Overview, Vocabulary and Sticky Knowledge

Key Vocabulary:

Architecture , Impressive, Poverty, Wealth
Actions, Cathedral, Critical, Defend, Impact, Sacred 
Space, Mislead, Spiritual power, Charitable, Zakat

Christian Aid, Donor, Achieved

Calligraphy
Geometric Art

Representational Art

Enlighten

Challenging 
vocabulary.

Words to learn.

Words I should 
know.

What will I now learn?
• Describe and make connections between examples of religious 

creativity (buildings and art) (A1).
• Show understanding of the value of sacred buildings and art (B3).
• Suggest reasons why some believers see generosity and charity as 

more important than buildings and art (B2).
• Apply ideas about values and from scriptures to the title question (C2)

What do I already know?

In Explorers, I learned…
• A church sometimes has a stained glass window which shows stories 

from the Bible. 

In Philosophers, I learned…
• Many religions have golden rules: Christianity: Love your neighbour as 

yourself

In Trailblazers, I learned that…
• There are 5 Pillars of Islam: Shahada (one God), Salah (prayer), Zakat 

(charity), Sawm (fasting), Hajj (pilgrimage).



Sticky Knowledge:
• In Islamic art and architecture, there are no images of Allah and 

for many Muslims no image of humans because they believe they 
mislead rather than enlighten us. Instead, geometric and natural 
pattern is used to create beauty.

• Cathedrals have been created, often over many hundreds of 
years, to make space for people to worship God and to express in 
architecture a Christian sense of the grandeur of God and the 
value of spiritual life. They are places for wonderful music, 
weddings and funerals, everyday prayer, community life and 
most importantly worship.

• Over the last 125 years, more and more mosques have opened in 
the UK: there are about 1750.

• There are about 50 000 church buildings in the UK.

• There are many Christian & Muslim charities which help those in 
poverty around the world. 

• Muslims believe that God had chosen Muhammad (PBUH) as his 
messenger. The prophet preached to people what Allah had 
revealed to him. Muslims follow His teachings.

• Christians believe that Jesus Christ was the greatest teacher who 
ever lived. He often used parables, or stories, to teach important 
lessons that they believe they can still learn from today.

This is an example of Islamic art inside a 
Muslim Mosque.
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